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Construction continues at a CityMark Development of townhomes in Bankers Hill. 


Solving 


San Diego’ 


housing 
shortage 


BY ROGER SHOWLEY & PHILLIP MOLNAR 


an Diego County should be awash in new 
housing projects. 

Unemployment is low and wages are 
rising. Many millennials are marrying, 
having children and aiming to buy. Their 
parents want to downsize. 

But the market is not responding. 

Last year only about 10,000 housing units were ap- 
proved, and most were for rent, not for-sale homes and 
condos. 

Norm Miller, a real estate economist at the Uni- 
versity of San Diego, recalls attending arecent commu- 
nity meeting of Morena Boulevard-area residents. 

They gathered to talk about development plans 
around the Tecolote Road trolley stop opening in 2021. 
Nondescript big-box stores, industrial buildings and 
parking lots dominate the site. 

Miller expected residents would welcome high-den- 
sity housing, new retail and office development, steps 
SEE HOUSING e° A16 


Digging out 
San Diego’s housing 


shortage is years 
away from a solution. 


In 2016 builders 
obtained 


10,791 


permits for homes 
and apartments. 


But that still 

leaves a 

backlog of Fach 
house 

homes to A 

overcome. homes 


Source: London Moeder Advisors 
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PARK DEDICATED TO MEDAL OF HONOR VET 


In 1970, John Baca smothered grenade that exploded, saving 8 other soldiers in Vietnam 


BY JEANETTE STEELE 


In 1970, in Vietnam, a grenade landed in 
front of John Baca. 

He put his helmet over it, and then his 
body, smothering the explosion and saving 
the eight other guys in his Army platoon. The 
nation awarded him the Medal of Honor, its 
highest decoration for valor in combat. 

Baca was just 20 at the time, drafted fresh 
from Kearny High Schoolin Linda Vista. 

Nearly 50 years later, Baca’s friends from 
the neighborhood haven’t forgotten the sacri- 
fice of their classmate — who spent long days 
at the Navy hospital in Balboa Park recover- 
ing from an abdomen ripped apart by grenade 
shrapnel. 

On Saturday, the city dedicated John P. 
Baca Park, a long strip of green along Linda 
Vista Road. 

Baca grew up not far away, in a home on 
Westinghouse Street. 

SEE BACA « A3 


HAYNE PALMOUR IV U-T 


John Baca is congratulated after a ceremony to rename a 
Linda Vista park the John P. Baca Park on Saturday. 


LAWMAKERS 
TO BEGIN TAX 
LEGISLATION 
DEAL-MAKING 


House, Senate aim to reconcile measures into 
cohesive bill to send to Trump by Christmas 


U-T NEWS SERVICES 


WASHINGTON 

Republicans muscled the 
largest tax overhaul in 30 
years through the Senate 
early Saturday, taking a big 
step toward giving President 
Donald Trump his first major 
legislative triumph after 
months of false starts and 
frustration on other fronts. 

“Just what the country 
needs to get growing again,” 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., said in an 
interview after a final burst of 
negotiation closed in on a 
nearly $1.5 trillion package 
that impacts the breadth of 
American society. 

He shrugged off polls find- 
ing scant public enthusiasm 
for the measure, saying the 
legislation would prove its 
worth. “Big bills are rarely 
popular,” he said. “You re- 
member how unpopular 


‘Obamacare’ was when it pas- 
sed?” 

Trump on Saturday 
tweeted his thanks to Senate 
and House Republicans as 
they now begin trying to rec- 
oncile differences in legisla- 
tion passed by both cham- 
bers, a behind-closed-doors 
process that is expected to 
move swiftly, though not with- 
out wrangling. Trump is aim- 
ing to sign the tax package 
into law before Christmas. 

Presiding over the Senate, 
Vice President Mike Pence 
announced the 51-49 vote Sat- 
urday morning to applause 
from Republicans. Sen. Bob 
Corker, R-Tenn., was the only 
lawmaker to cross party lines, 
joining the Democrats in op- 
position. The measure fo- 
cuses its tax reductions on 
businesses and higher-earn- 
ing individuals, gives more 
modest breaks to others and 

SEE TAXES e A15 


HOW DOES MARIJUANA 
AFFECT YOUR HEALTH? 


Scientists’ review of 10,000 studies confirms 
some benefits, risks, yet much still is unclear 


BY GARY ROBBINS 


The FDA cried fraud in Oc- 
tober, accusing companies in 
Florida, Colorado and Califor- 
nia of illegally selling marijua- 
na-derived products that sup- 
posedly could prevent, treat 
or cure cancer. 

The advertising claims 
were unsubstantiated, said 
the FDA, and the products 
hadn’t been submitted for ap- 
proval. 

It was a public shaming 
that also served as a timely 
buyer-beware message for 


California, where the sale of 
marijuana will be expanded 
from medical purposes to rec- 
reational use in January. 

With the prospect of big 
sales just ahead, the cannabis 
industry has been stressing 
that marijuana can be highly 
beneficial not only in health, 
but wellness. 

Some of the claims are 
true, notably those involving 
marijuana’s value in treating 
pain. Physicians began point- 
ing to that benefit long before 
California voters approved 

SEE MARIJUANA « A17 


DANGEROUS INTERSECTIONS 
IN S.D. RANKED IN REPORT 


BY JOSHUA EMERSON SMITH 


Crossing the street in ur- 
ban neighborhoods around 
San Diego County has become 
increasingly dangerous. 

Drivers killed more pedes- 
trians in 2016 than in any year 
in the last two decades, with 
fatalities rising sharply in the 
last five years, according to the 
county medical examiner’s 
most recent report. 

Now, a new study compiled 
by the local law firm Estey & 
Bomberger has identified the 
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most dangerous intersections 
in the region — from Chula 
Vista to downtown San Diego 
and El Cajon to Oceanside. 

The findings, which ana- 
lyzed data from the California 
Highway Patrol, spotlighted 
more than 200 hot spots, in- 
cluding a number of areas pre- 
viously identified by pedestri- 
an advocates. 

University Avenue in the 
city of San Diego, for example, 
has increasingly been known 
as having dangerous sections 

SEE REPORT ° A6 
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TODAY’S DEAL 


U-T INDEX 


‘asec: at SanDiegoUnionTribune.com/UTDeals. 


Fix that broken windshield and pay $15 for $100 
kè toward windshield replacement or insurance 
, deductible, plus get a free $25 gift card. Buy now 
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